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O'Reilly's Pocket Guides have earned a reputation as inexpensive, comprehensive, and compact

guides that have the stuff but not the fluff. Every page of Linux Pocket Guide lives up to this billing. It

clearly explains how to get up to speed quickly on day-to-day Linux use. Once you're up and

running, Linux Pocket Guide provides an easy-to-use reference that you can keep by your keyboard

for those times when you want a fast, useful answer, not hours in the man pages.Linux Pocket

Guide is organized the way you use Linux: by function, not just alphabetically. It's not the 'bible of

Linux; it's a practical and concise guide to the options and commands you need most. It starts with

general concepts like files and directories, the shell, and X windows, and then presents detailed

overviews of the most essential commands, with clear examples. You'll learn each command's

purpose, usage, options, location on disk, and even the RPM package that installed it.The Linux

Pocket Guide is tailored to Fedora Linux--the latest spin-off of Red Hat Linux--but most of the

information applies to any Linux system.Throw in a host of valuable power user tips and a friendly

and accessible style, and you'll quickly find this practical, to-the-point book a small but mighty

resource for Linux users.
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Back when I was starting out on Linux I remember when the second edition of Linux in a Nutshell

came out. A co-worker had bought a copy, and I drooled over the wealth of information it offered. I



had received a copy of an older edition of UNIX in a Nutshell as a birthday present, and while

helpful, I found Linux in a Nutshell to be much more applicable (not to mention much more

comprehensive). That was before I came to appreciate the wealth of information to be had in the

man and info pages, in perldoc, and online documentation in general.O'Reilly's Linux Pocket Guide

could easily be considered a (very) streamlined version of Linux in a Nutshell. It offers a concise

command-reference for some of the most common commands you might use in Linux. The

commands covered aren't limited to what you would run from a command-line, though. You'll also

find (very concise) information about the gimp, mozilla, and xload, and others as well.Who would

want to buy this book? Well, when I was starting out in Linux, I would have loved a book like this.

For me as a 'starving' college student, a 'regular' O'Reilly book was usually out of the reach of my

budget, so I loved the pocket references beacuse you could get some great information for under

$10. For the budget minded, the book packs a lot of information for not a lot of money. Also, for a

pocket reference, it's pretty thick at just over 180 pages. As evidence of its usefulness for beginners,

I recently loaned my copy of the Pocket Guide to someone I know who is just starting a new job

working with Linux. He was looking for something to help him climb the learning curve, and upon

returning the Pocket Guide informed me that he was on his way to buy his own copy.
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